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A} Office of the Agricultural Commission and Mission Estimates, FAO/WFP Crop and Food Supply
Assessment Mission to the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea - 22 December 1995.
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Abstract

The Comparison of China’s ‘Getting Rich First’
Policy and North Korea’s ‘Revolutionary

Economic Strategy’

Yu, Ruo-Ying(Dongguk University)

China’s ‘Getting rich first” policy and North Korea’s ‘Revolutionary
economic strategy’ is the coping strategies raised by second-generation
leaders of the two countries when they faced with serious economic crisis
from late 1970s. The purpose of this research is to sort out the
similarities and differences of two strategies, and to find out why North
Korea’s revolutionary economic strategy could not deal with economic
crisis and restore economic order effectively.

In the midst of the serious changes of the socialist camps, the two
countries realized the flaws of the socialist system and tried to adjust
the functions of the socialist system by introducing partial reform
measures. Therefore, China’s getting rich first policy and North Korea’s
revolutionary economic strategy can be regarded as crisis countermeasure

and national development strategy. Two strategies have commonalities
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in terms of the background, the nature of short-term policy, attempts
to change economic path at the beginning of new leadership, and the
introduction of reform measures in the agricultural sector.

However, two countries made a different diagnosis of the economic
crisis. While China paid attention to leftist mistakes, North Korea
ascribe the economic crisis to external environment’s change.
Depending on the different diagnoses, the prescriptions also had to be
different. Two countries’ strategies are different in their perception of
economic  development, institutional support measures, policy
consistency, and external environment. The revolutionary economic
strategy has a limited role in responding to the economic crisis due to
the inherent contradiction of perception of economic development, the
lack of institutional support, the problem of consistency of policy

enforcement, and the lack of external environmental conditions.

Keywords: getting rich first policy, revolutionary economic strategy,

coping strategy of economic crisis, socialist state’s

developing path, comparison
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